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UM CHAPTER OF PHI ALPHA THETA 
WINS 'BEST CHAPTER AWARD' 
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7-17-74 
local + cs + 
The University of Montana chapter of Phi Alpha Theta, international history honorary, 
has been chosen first-prize winner of the annual P.A . T. Best Chapter Award. 
Dr. Donald B. Hoffman, international secretary-treasurer of P.A.T . , said, "The award 
speaks very wei I not only of the calibre and interest of the (UM) students, but certainly (of) 
(of) 
the dedication of the faculty, and above alI ,/the strong support of the col lege 
(of) 
administration for academic excellence, and/a climate in which such excellence can be 
achieved." 
The award carries with it a grant of $250 to be used to purchase books for the 
UM Library . 
During the past academic year, the UM chapter (Beta-Psi) initiated more new 
members than any other col lege or university chapter in the U.S. Beta-Psi was also the 
only chapter in the nation to hold a two-day historical conference. 
Dr. Harry W. Fritz, assistant professor of history at UM and the chapter's advisor, 
said much of the credit for the award should go to Shaun R. Thompson, Missoula, the 
outgo ing president of Beta-Psi, whom he termed "an organizational genius." 
In turn, Thompson said Fritz's uvery personality exudes an atmosphere that produces 
student activism." 
Both Thompson and Fritz said Dr. Oscar J. Hammen, UM professor of history and long-
time advisor to the chapter , deserved praise for helping build the chapter since 1948. 
Members of the Beta-Psi chapter include: Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield, 
author Dorothy Johnson, and Lawrence K. Pettit, Montana's commissioner of higher 
education . 
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